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irises.1 Opposite were the stables with stalls for his race-
horses, and quarters for the jockeys and grooms. Here
were gathered together the most daring riders from every
province in the kingdom. To the north of Lady Akashi's
rooms rose a high embankment, behind which lay the
storehouses and granaries, screened also by a close-set wall
of pine-trees, planted there on purpose that she might have
the pleasure of seeing them when their boughs were laden
with snow; and for her delight in the earlier days of the
winter there was a great bed of chrysanthemums, which he
pictured her enjoying on some morning when all the garden
was white with frost. Then there was the mother-oak *
(for was not she a mother ?) and, brought hither from wild
and inaccessible places, a hundred other bushes and trees,
so seldom seen that no one knew what names to call
them by.

The move was to take place about the time of the Festival
of the Further Shore. 3 He had at first intended to transfer
all the occupants at one time. But it soon became apparent
that this would be too vast an undertaking, and it was
arranged that Lady AMkonomu should not arrive till some-
what later than the rest. With her usual amiability and
good-sense the Lady from the Village of Falling Flowers
readily fell in with the suggestion that she and her party
should not form a separate cortege, but should join with
Murasaki in the ceremony of removal. Genji regretted that
the latter was not going to see her new domain at the season
for which it had been principally designed; but still, the
move itself was a diverting experience. There were fifteen
coaches in the procession and almost all the outriders were

1 Plucked on the 5th day of the 5th month.

1 Quercus dentata,

s Lasts for a week, centring round the autumnal equinox. The Fortfeer
Shore is NirvSna, to which Buddha carries as in the Ship of Salvation,
The festival is peculiar to Japan,